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Both the original Tabernacle and the Temple followed the same basic
floor plan, which was rather simple, yet profound in its explanation of
“drawing near to God.” It was believed - and it was true - that God’s
earthly presence was focused in the Holy of Holies, the small, 15ft cubed
inner room of the Tabernacle that housed the Ark of the Covenant. Two
golden cherubim graced the lid or mercy seat, as it was called, of the Ark
and God’s physical earthly presence dwelt between their outstretched
wings. Only one time annually, Yom Kippur, could the high priest enter
the sacred room with the blood offering for the sins of the nation.
But it was no small task to get near to God in those days. Please refer to
the picture of the Ark on the prior page for assistance with the following
procedure on drawing near to God.
1. The Holy of Holies, which was 45 x 45 x 15, was located at the rear of
the interior of the Tabernacle. But to get near it posed problems. The
Tabernacle itself was inside a linen enclosure, which was roughly 100 x
45 feet. The enclosure was about eight feet high (roughly). There was but
one entrance to the enclosure and it always faced east. The entrance was
always on that side - east!
One might say, “Well, I will just climb over that linen fence.” No. For
anyone but a designated priest to even touch that enclosure meant death.
Numbers 1:51
And when the tabernacle setteth forward, the Levites shall take it down:
and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites shall set it up: and
the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.
This is a terrific “type” of the entre to our salvation. There is but one
access and that is Christ Himself:
John 14:6
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me.
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3. One more stop before entering the actual Tabernacle: The Altar of
Incense. Just before moving aside the Veil of the Holy of Holies, allowing
entrance into the sacred place of the Ark, the high priest encountered the
Altar of Incense (see picture above). Holy incense was burned here.
Exodus 30:34-38
And the Lord said unto Moses, Take unto thee sweet spices, stacte, and
onycha, and galbanum; these sweet spices with pure frankincense: of
each shall there be a like weight: [35] And thou shalt make it a perfume,
a confection after the art of the apothecary, tempered together, pure and
holy: [36] And thou shalt beat some of it very small, and put of it before
the testimony in the tabernacle of the congregation, where I will meet
with thee: it shall be unto you most holy. [37] And as for the perfume
which thou shalt make, ye shall not make to yourselves according to the
composition thereof: it shall be unto thee holy for the Lord. [38]
Whosoever shall make like unto that, to smell thereto, shall even be cut
off from his people.
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Poured out on burning coals the incense provided a delightful aroma. It
was the offering of the person who sins had been forgiven by blood who
then went on to express the fragrance of love and worship, which was
pleasing to God. This altar speaks to us of the worship of Jesus Christ who
is our high priest and mediator. It is only on the basis of His one sacrifice
on the cross that salvation is made possible.
Psalm 141:2
Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of
my hands as the evening sacrifice.
Our true worship of Jesus involves much more than singing a hymn or
chorus. It is our holy lifestyle and our eternal gratitude to him that rises to
the throne as sweet incense.
INSIDE THE HOLY OF HOLIES
Making his way to the Holy of Holies, the priest came to the sacred veil.
He was now in the Holy Place that housed three items:
THE LAMPSTAND
The golden lampstand provided light for the Holy Place, but it involved
so much more than that. It was constructed of solid gold. Where did the
Israelites obtain gold like that?
Exodus 12:35
And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they
borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and
raiment: (It would be theirs to keep for the Egyptians wanted no more to
do with them at this point.)
The golden replica of this lampstand now stands on the step landing
overlooking the Western (Wailing) Wall. And, yes, it is gold!
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God told Moses to make the original lampstand from one piece. Its weight
was about 75 pounds of solid gold. Jesus declared that you and I as born
again believers are to be the light of the world:
Matthew 5:14-16
Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
[15] Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. [16] Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in heaven. (From our Lord’s Sermon on the
Mount - Matthew 5-7)
THE TABLE OF SHEWBREAD
On the right side of the Holy Place stood a small table, measuring three
feet long by one and a half wide and two and a quarter feet high. A
decorative framework of gold crowned the rim and each corner of the
table was equipped with gold rings to hold the carrying poles (overlaid
with gold). Atop the table, the high priests placed 12 loaves of bread made
from fine flour, arranged in two rows with frankincense sprinkled on each
row. The table represented fellowship with God.
We used to sing this great hymn:
Friendship with Jesus; fellowship divine!
O what blessed sweet assurance
Jesus is a friend of mine!
THE ARK OF THE COVENANT
Please refer to the notes from July 8th - Obed-edom blessed by God.
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